
For More Information
On State Testing

Contact the Office of Accountability 
and Assessment, (405)521-3341,
or visit <www.sde.state.ok.us>

Facts about the 
Oklahoma State 
Testing Program (ostp)

• The Oklahoma testing and accountability 
oversight team advises the State Board of 
Education on aspects of the student assessment 
process including accuracy, fairness, and validity 
relating to state and federal laws.

• More than 300,000 students are tested, in 
Grades 3 through high school, on their 
knowledge of the state’s required curriculum, 
the Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS).

• OSTP tests are developed, written, and scored 
by national/international testing companies 
under contract with the state of Oklahoma.

• Teachers, administrators, business leaders, and 
other educational stakeholders participate in 
the standard-setting process. 

• The OSTP produces parent reports, classroom 
reports, building reports, district reports, 
and state reports on student achievement. 
These reports include diagnostic and summary 
results for each grade and subject as generated 
by the testing companies.

• Along with the assessment reports, the OSTP 
provides Parent, Student, and Teacher Guides 
and Test Interpretation Manuals to help parents 
and the community understand results.

• Report cards with five years of OSTP results for 
each Oklahoma school district and other data, 
are posted on the State Department of 
Education’s Web site <www.sde.state.ok.us>.

Oklahoma State Board of Education

2009

Sandy Garrett
  
   

Oklahoma State Department of Education

 State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––Kathy McKean–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Dr. McKean has an extensive and distinguished 
reputation in the area of research and program 
evaluation and is the Director of the Oklahoma 
Technical Assistance Center (OTAC), where she has 
worked since 1979. Her postsecondary degrees all 
were earned at Oklahoma State University, and her 
Ph.D. is in Applied Behavioral Studies: Educational 
Research and Measurement. Dr. McKean has been 
responsible for the evaluation of federally funded 
education projects across the country and this  
includes one of the 10 Eisenhower Regional Math-
ematics and Science Consortia. She currently directs 
21 evaluation projects in Oklahoma, including  
several statewide projects. Most notably, McKean  
and OTAC also provide technical assistance to all  
Oklahoma alternative education programs, con-
ducting the annual evaluation of all of the state-
recognized public alternative education programs.

Tests required 
in federal law (nclb)

subjects and grades tested

Other tests required 
in state law (api)

• Grades 3-8 Reading
• Grades 3-8 Mathematics
• Grades 5 & 8 Science

• Grade 5 Social Studies & Writing
• Grade 7 Geography
• Grade 8 U.S. History & Writing

• High school Reading 
  (English II)
• High school Mathematics 
  (ACE Algebra I)
• High school Science
  (Biology I)

High School:
• ACE Algebra II   
• ACE Geometry
• ACE English III   
• U.S.  History



–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
  Lauress L. Wise –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Dr.  Wise  is  Principal  Scientist  for  the  Human Resources  
Research Organization (HumRRO) and its past  
president. He cochairs the committee revising 
the AERA/APA/NCME Standards for Educational 
and Psychological Testing and has led multi-year  
projects to evaluate the impact of the California  
High School Exit Examination. He has provided  
quality assurance for the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) and served as chair of  
the National Academy of Science  Board  on  Testing   
and Assessment and also its Committee on Research   
in Education. He has evaluated NAEP as a member  
of the National Academy of Education and the  
National Academy of Science panels and was a  
principal investigator for the National Academy of 
Sciences’ evaluation of voluntary national tests. He 
earned his Ph.D. in Mathematical Psychology from 
the University of California, Berkeley.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––Howard C. Mitzel –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Dr. Mitzel is cofounder and President of Pacific 
Metrics. He is nationally renowned for develop-
ing the “Bookmark” method of standard setting, 
which is the method used by most states and the 
NAEP. Formerly a Senior Research Scientist with  
CTB/McGraw-Hill, he directed all research activities  
for several large-scale, high-stakes assessment  
programs and has an accomplished history of  
collaboration with many state education agencies, 
currently serving on several other Technical Advisory 
Committees in addition to Oklahoma’s. He worked 
with the National Assessment Governing Board  
(NAGB) to design and conduct a unique standard-
setting procedure for the NAEP mathematics  
assessment, and his contributions to the field of 
student assessment include over a dozen published 
papers. He earned his Ph.D. in Research Methodology 
and Quantitative Psychology from the University  
of Chicago.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––John M. Keene –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Dr. Keene is the owner of Assessment and Evaluation 
Services, which provides assessment and evaluation  
services and consultation to several states and large 
school districts across the country. Dr. Keene has   
served as the Vice President and the Director of  
Measurement and Development for the Riverside  
Publishing Company. He has been the Director of  
Test Development for Science Research Associates  
and the Director of Psychometric and Applied  
Research Group with the Psychological Corporation.  
Dr. Keene earned his Ph.D. in Educational Psychology  
from Indiana University. 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––Phoebe C. Winter –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Dr. Winter is the Vice President for Education Policy  
with Pacific Metrics, where she directs research 
projects in large-scale student assessment and  
evaluation. This work includes test design,  
instrument development, and all aspects of  
implementing student assessments. Before joining 
the company, she served as Research Director  
of the Center for the Study of Assessment Validity  
and Evaluation at the University of Maryland’s 
College of Education. While at the University of 
Maryland, she coordinated the dissemination of 
results produced by the center, as well as wrote and 
edited articles and papers related to the Center’s 
nationally recognized work. She earned her Ph.D. in  
Psychology: Measurement, Evaluation, and Applied 
Statistics from Columbia University, New York.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––Robert A. Terry –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Dr. Terry is a professor of psychology at the  
University of Oklahoma. He has served as an  
active member of the American Educational  
Research Association review panel. Dr. Terry is 
currently researching measurement and method-
ological issues in sociometry as well as longitudinal 
data analysis. He has written and edited several  
published articles pertaining to statistics and  
testing, developmental psychology, and applied  
psychological measurement. Dr. Terry earned 
his Ph.D. in Quantitative Psychology from the  
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Oklahoma Testing 
and Accountability
Oversight Team

Since 2003, the Oklahoma State Board of  
Education has utilized its testing and accountability  
oversight team of nationally recognized experts  
in educational measurement and large-scale  
assessment.  The members have extensive  
experience in state testing systems and the  
National Assessment of Educational Progress. The 
team assists in guiding the actions of the state’s  
testing contractors. They also provide oversight  
for the State Board of Education regarding  
procedures and development of student testing  
and school accountability policies.


