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Special Education Services

What Every

T eam Should Know about

the New Modified Assessment

What is the OAAP?

The Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program (OAAP)
refers to the portfolio assessment used to assess students
with the most significant cognitive disabilities. It is
scored against alternate achievement standards, and it
aligns the the Curriculum Access Resource Guide -
Alternate (CARG-A).
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What is the OMAAP?

The Oklahoma Modified Alternate Assessment Program
(OMAAP) refers to the modified assessment used to
assess students for whom neither the OAAP nor the
regular assessment (the Oklahoma State Testing
Program; OSTP) are appropriate. It is an alternate
assessment scored against modified achievement
standards, and it aligns to the Curriculum Access
Resource Guide - Modified (CARG-M).

How is the OMAAP Different fromthe OS T P?
The OMAAP is comparable to the OSTP in that they
both assess grade-level content; however, the modified
assessment is adjusted to reflect reduced breadth and
depth of grade-level content so that students with
disabilities participating in the OMAAP would be better
able to demonstrate their knowledge and abilities.
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It is the policy of the Oklahoma State Department of Education (OSDE) not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, national origin, age, or disability in its programs or employment practices as required
by Title VI and V11 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

Civil rights compliance inquiries related to the OSDE may be directed to the Affirmative Action Officer, Room 111, 2500 North Lincoln Boulevard, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105-4599, telephone number (405) 522-
4930; or, the United States Department of Education’s Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. Inquiries or concerns regarding compliance with Title 1X by local school districts should be presented to the local school district
Title IX coordinator.



Who Can Participate in the OMAAP?
The new modified assessment is intended for students

for whom the OAAP portfolio and the OSTP have been
determined by the student’s Individualized Education
Program (IEP) team as inappropriate. 1EP teams have
been provided with copies of the Criteria Checklist for
Oklahoma’s Alternate Assessments to guide their
decisions regarding participation in appropriate
assessments. It is important to note that although
students participating in the OMAAP assessment
generally represent roughly two percent of the total
student population tested (and only two percent may
be counted towards the district’s and state’s adequate
yearly progress), there is no “cap” on the number of
students eligible to participate in the OMAAP
assessment.

Can Accomodations be Used on the OMAAP?
Yes. The IEP team will determine (from a preapproved
list of state-acceptable accomodations) which
accomodations are appropriate for the student to use
on the OMAAP assessment. However, IEP teams
should note that students are most successful utilizing
accomodations with which they have become familiar
prior to the assessment.

What Changes are Required on | EPs for Students
Participating in the OMAAP?

IEP teams will need to meet to determine eligibility for
participation in the OMAAP. It is recommended that
the eligibility checklist be attached to the IEP to
document this process. The IEP team should also
discuss any changes to the curriculum (including
aligning the current curriculum to the CARG-M).

What Kinds of Goals/Benchmarks/Objectives
should be included in IEPs using the CARG?
With the advent of the OMAAP, the CARG-M was
created as a tool for IEP development and curriculum
planning. In using the CARG-M, teachers may use the
standard as a goal, by making it measurable and
individualized according to their students’ educational
needs. It is critical to mention that regardless of the
curriculum being utilized for a student, the IEP must
contain measurable goals.
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The CARG-A, on the other hand, contains Extended
Academic Indicators (EAIS) that may be used as goals
and suggested classroom activities for objectives. The
Special Education Automated Software (SEAS)
program contains both curriculums to assist teachers
with this process.

Where Can | Find More Information?

For additional information, go to the Oklahoma State
Department of Education (OSDE) Web site at
<www.sde.state.ok.us> and scroll to the Special
Education Services link. From there, choose the
“Assessment” tab for information regarding alternate
assessments for students with disabilities. For questions
regarding the OAAP or the OMAAP, please contact Ms.
Amy Daugherty, Coordinator, at (405) 521-4881, or by
e-mail at <Amy_Daugherty@sde.state.ok.us>, or Ms.
Suzanne Taylor, Coordinator, at (405) 521-3587, or by
e-mail at <Suzanne_ Taylor@sde.state.ok.us>.




Let’s Talk Money - Data/Funding Workshops

Annual Data Reporting and Finance

Workshops
The Oklahoma State Department of Education (OSDE),

Special Education Services (SES), will be providing
training to special education teachers, administrators,
and other staff regarding data reporting and finance.
Participants will be trained on data reporting
requirements, including changes to the Oklahoma
Special Education Child Count System for both Child
Count and the Data/Annual Performance Report. The
trainings will also address the use of data submitted by
local educational agencies (LEASs) to the OSDE-SES
(including District Data Profiles, District
Disproportionality Summaries, Desk Audit Compliance
Reviews, and selection for Focused Monitoring on-site
visits). Finally, the training will address funding of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Part
B, including Flow-Through (Project 621), Early
Intervening Services (Project 623), and Preschool
(Project 641) allocations, budget applications, budget
revisions, and expenditure reports/reimbursement. The
finance portion of the training will also include a
discussion of financial monitoring, proportionate shares
spent on private schools, and Maintenance of Effort
(MOE). Please note the following dates/locations:

Monday, April 30, 2007
Videconference (see list of locations)

Wednesday, May 2, 2007
Kiamichi Technology Center
301 Kiamichi Drive
McAlester, OK 74501

Thursday, May 3, 2007

Tulsa Technology Center - Riverside Campus
801 East 91st Street

Tulsa, OK 74147

Tuesday, May 8, 2007

High Plains Technology Center
3921 34th Street

Woodward, OK 73801

Wednesday, May 9, 2007

Great Plains Technology Center
4500 Southwest Lee Boulevard
Lawton, OK 73505

Thursday, May 10, 2007

Moore Norman Technology Center
South Penn Campus

13301 South Pennsylvania Avenue
Oklahoma City, OK 73170

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. and the workshop
begins at 9 a.m. For additional information, please
contact Ms. Cindy Ray, Coordinator, at (405) 522-1463,
or by e-mail at <Cindy_Ray@sde.state.ok.us>, Ms.
Susan Benton, Coordinator, at (405) 522-5035, or by
e-mail at <Susan_Benton@sde.state.ok.us>, or Ms.
Pam Kimery, Coordinator, at (405) 522-3246, or by e-
mail at <Pam_Kimery@sde.state.ok.us>.

Introducing . . . “Ask Misty”

Beginning in Summer 2007, Ms. Misty Kimbrough,
Assistant State Superintendent, Special Education
Services, will select the most commonly asked and
pressing questions to address in her new Special
EDition column, “Ask Misty.” To submit a question
for consideration to be included in the Special EDition,
please e-mail <speced@sde.state.ok.us>.




